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ABSTRACT
 

These data were gathered from federally funded runaway and homeless youth 

shelters during 1988-1990. Data were collected on approximately 87,000 youth 

who received services from runaway and homeless youth programs. The 

following types of information are included in the dataset: demographic 

characteristics, youth and family presenting problems at intake (including 

history of abuse and neglect), and services provided by the shelter. 
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I. GENERAL STUDY OVERVIEW
 

Statement of Purpose 

Runaway and Homeless Youth Programs are a part of a federal initiative (Title 
III of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974) whose 
purpose is to provide temporary safe shelter and care to runaway or otherwise 
homeless youth who are in need of shelter, counseling, and aftercare services. 
There are over 300 such programs across the United States. Services provided by 
these programs include shelter, crisis intervention, family, individual and group 
counseling aimed at identifying the best possible solutions for the youth, 
whether that means returning home and reuniting with one's family, or pursuing 
other alternatives (e.g., independent living programs). The Youth Information 
Form (YIF) is routinely used by the Administration for Children, Youth and 
Families of the Office of Human Development Services to monitor and gather 
information about those programs which it funds to provide services to runaway 
and homeless youth and their families. 

In addition to demographic data, the YIF records information about the runaway 
episode and the services provided by the runaway program. The YIF also 
includes presenting problems, those family and youth situational factors which 
program staff believe contribute to the youth's current problems and reasons for 
seeking help. There are several variables in this dataset which assess the youth's 
history of physical abuse, sexual abuse, and neglect, and domestic violence 
within the youth's family. Although at one point, all federally funded runaway 
and homeless youth programs were required to submit the YIF, this is no longer 
the case. Although submission is voluntary, most of the programs participated 
in the data collection process. 

Sampling/Selection Information 

A total of 87,909 YIF were collected by ACYF between April 1987 and November 
of 1990. The Archive has all 87,909 cases available in one data file. However, in 
order to facilitate analyses the Archive has created a smaller dataset consisting of 
40,000 randomly selected cases. Unless otherwise requested, the you receive will 
have 40,000 randomly selected cases from all cases for which information was 
collected between April 1987 and November 1990. 

Data Collection 

Since 1985, The Department of Health and Human Services has used the Youth 
Information Form (YIF) as an instrument to monitor and gather information 
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about the federally funded runaway and homeless youth programs. 1 While 
using the YIF is voluntary on the part of the programs, HHS estimates that more 
than three-fourths of their grantees participate in data collection. These shelters 
represent all states and the District of Columbia. Programs who participate in 
data collection complete and submit questionnaires on all youth for whom they 
provide shelter and ongoing services. The following information is recorded on 
each questionnaire: 

• basic demographic data 
• primary and contributing problems of the youth and his/her family 
• services received during the shelter visit 
• services planned for after leaving shelters, and as follow-up 
• the destination of the youth at the completion of shelter services. 

This information is based on what the youth communicates to shelter staff as 
well as any additional information the staff have gained from parents, school 
officials, or others in the course of giving or arranging for services. The database 
does not indicate whether information is based on the youth's self-reporting or 
other sources. Periodically, shelters forward the questionnaires to HSS where 
they are processed and added to the YIF data base. 

For reporting purposes each youth is given an identification number. When 
youth make a return visit to a shelter, another YIF is filled out using the same 
number. 

Runaway and homeless youth programs provide a variety of youth services, and 
many young people seek help from programs for non-runaway reasons. On the 
YIF form, staff indicate the status of the youth when he/she sought services from 
the shelter, that is whether she/he is a runaway, homeless, contemplating 
running away, or has come for a non-runaway related reason. In the current 
dataset, approximately 35% of the youth were categorized as runaways, 9% 
homeless, 7% contemplating running away, and 48% came to the program for a 
non-runaway related reason. 

1Prior to this time, the Department used the ICARE form to gather data about their R&HY 
programs 
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II. DESCRIPTION OF MACHINE-READABLE FILES
 

The National Data Archive on Child Abuse and Neglect (NDACAN) is able to 
distribute this data in a variety of ready to use file formats. Each data order 
comes on your choice of media (e.g., diskette, tape, etc.) with installation 
instructions. Please refer to the NDACAN order form or call us for more 
information. 

NDACAN distributes one file for: Youth Information Form: Data from 
Runaway and Homeless Youth Programs, 1987-1990. A brief description of the 
data file is provided below. For information regarding variables, please see the 
individual codebook that goes with the data file in Appendix B: Codebook 
Information. Frequencies and summary statistics are also distributed on diskette 
and can be printed in 10 point courier font from any standard word processor. 
This data file is a randomly selected subset of the originally collected 87,909 
cases. If you would like to work with all 87,909 cases, contact the Archive and 
we will assist you in making the necessary arrangements for its use. 

Data file name: YIF 

This file contains 40,000 cases randomly drawn from the original raw data file 
containing 87,909 cases. The file includes 188 variables with variable names and 
labels corresponding to the codebook. It is sorted by the DATEIN variable. 

III. REFERENCES 
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and Homeless Youth. Child Abuse and Neglect: The International Journal, 14: 87-98. 

Powers, J., Jaklitsch, B., and Eckenrode, J. (1989) Behavioral characteristics of 
maltreatment among runaway and homeless youth. Early Child Development and 
Care, 42: 127-139. 

United States General Accounting Office (1989) Homeless and Runaway Youth 
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APPENDIX A:
 

Questionnaire 



Runaway and Homeless Youth Program 
Youth Information Form 

Please read "Instructions for Completing the Youth Information Form" prior to completing 
this form. 

1. Center Number (Enter the n.umber assigned to your center) 

2. 	Youth Number (Enter the sequential five-digit number that was 
assigned to the youth.) Note: If the youth was previously assigned a 
number, use the same number. 

Part 1. Intake Section 

3. 	Date of intake Month [TI Day [TI Year LI __L__J 

Youth Characteristics 

4. 	 D Male D Female 

5. 	Enter the youth's age at intake. (check one) 

a D 11 or younger e 0 15 
b 0 12 f D 16 
c D 13 g D 17 
d 0 14 h 0 18 or older 

6. 	Race/Ethnic origin. {check one based on 

youth's perception of himself or herself) 


a 	 O American Indian/ d O White-not of 
Alaskan Native Hispanic 

b O Asian or Pacific origin 
Islander e O Hispanic 

c O Black/Negro-not 
of Hispanic origin 

7. Last school grade completed. (check one) 

a 0 Grade 5 e 0 Grade 9 
or less f D Grade 10 

b 
c 

D 
0 

Grade 6 
Grade 7 

g 
h 

D 
0 

Grade 11 
Grade 12 

d D Grade 8 or more 

8. Current school status. (check one} 

a O Attending school (public or private) 
b O Suspended 
c D Expelled 
d D Dropped out 
e D Graduated from high school 
f O Attending alternative school/ 

home bound program 

Living Situation/Family 

9. 	Indicate the living situation in which the youth spent the most time during the past year. 
(check one) 

a 	 O Home with parent(s) or legal guardian h D On the run/street 
b 	O Relative's home 0 Runaway/crisis house (other than 
c 	 O Friend's home the reporting center) 
d 	 O Foster home D Other institution (e.g. boarding 
e 	 O Group home school/mental hospital) 
f 	 O Correctional Institution k D Other adult (19 or older) 
g 	O Independent Jiving situation (self or 

other youth(s} under 19) 

What is the family structure in the youth's primary household? 

10. Fatner Figure (check one) 	 11. Mother Figure (check one) 

a O Natural father a O Natural mother 

b O Adopted father b O Adopted mother 

c O Stepfather c D Stepmother 

d O Foster father d O Foster mother 

e O Other reJative(s) e D Other relative(s) 

f O Other adult male f O Other adult female 

g O None g O None 
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Youth Number Center Number I I 
In addition to father or mother figure, indicate the 14. How many siblings were living in 
number of other unrelated adults as part of the the household? {check one) 
household. (l.f none indicate zero "0." Answer both ques aOObOi c02d 0 3e 0 4 
tions 12 & 13.) 

12. D Male 13. D Female 

Type of employment 

15. Father Figure (check all that apply} 

a O Full time 
b O Part time 
c O Seasonally employed 
d O Unemployed 
e O Retired 
f D Fully disabled 
g O Public assistance 
h O No father figure 

f O 5 g O 6 or more 

16. Mother Figure (check all that appry} 

a O Full time 
b O Part time 
c O Seasonally employed 
d O Unemployed 
e O Retired 
f O Fully disabled 
g O Public assistance 
h O No mother figure 

Runaway and Homeless Status 
18. Is this youth a throwaway/pushout?

17. What 	were the conditions under which 
the youth came to the project? (check one) O Yes O No 

a O Runaway 
b O Homeless 
c D Contemplat ing running away 
d O Came for a non-runaway related 

reason 

19. If runaway or homeless 	 is checked above, how many days had the youth been away f rom 
his or her legal residence when the youth ca.me to the project this time? {check 1 day if 24 
hours or less) (check one) 

a O 1 day 	 d O 11-20 days 
b O 2-5 days 	 e O 21-50 days 
c O 6-10 days 	 f O Over 50 days 

g O Not away from legal residence 

20. What is the distance 	 between the 21. The youth 's living situation and the project 
youth's living situation and the are: (check one) 
project? (check one) a O In the same com munity or cou nty 
a O Less than one mile b O Elsewhere in the same state 
b O 1 to 10 miles c O In a diffe rent state 
c O 11 to 50 miles 
d D More tha n 50 miles 

22. 	Indicate the number of times other than the current runaway episode the youth has been 
away from home at least overnight without the permission of parents or lega l guard ian. 
(check one) 

a O None · b O 1 c D 2 d O 3 e D 4 f O 5 to 10 g O More than 10 

23. Indicate the number of times other than the current runaway episode the youth has been in 
this particular cent er before. (check one) · 

a O None b O 1 c O 2 d O 3 e O 4 f O 5 to 10 g D Mo re tha n 10 

·2



Center Number 	 Youth Number I I I I 
24. Indicate the number of other runaway shelters the youth has been in before. (check one) 

a O None b O 1 c O 2 d O 3 e O 4 t O 5 or more 

Referral 

25. 	How was the youth referred to the project? (check one) 

a 0 Self referral h 0 Law enforcement 
b 0 Parents or legal guardian 0 Child welfare/Child protective 
c 0 Juvenile justice system service 
d 0 National Switchboard j D Other public agency 
e 0 Other regional or local hotline k 0 Other private organization 
f 0 School I 0 Other adult or relative 
g 0 Other runaway shelter m D Media 

26. 	Is a public or private referral agency paying the project directly to provide services to the 
youth? 0 Yes O No 

Presenting Problems 

27. What do the staff 	 cite as the primary problem? (check one) 

a O Relationships with parent figure(s) or other adults in the home 

b O Relationships with other children or youth in the home 

c D School 

d O Juvenile justice system 

e O Law enforcement 

f O Family crisis (e.g., violence, divorce, remarriage) 

g O Other personal problem 


What do the staff cite as special contributing problems? (check as many as apply) 

28. Family Situation 	 29. Youth Situation 

a 0 Sexual abuse by parent figure a 0 Depressed 
b 0 Physical abuse by parent figure b D Possibly suicidal 
c D Neglect by parent figure c 0 Bad grades 
d D Parent figure too stricUprotective d 0 School attendance/truancy 
e D Parent figure has drug/alcohol e 0 Cannot get along with teachers 

problem 	 f 0 Learning disability 
0 Homosexual parent g D VD 

g 0 Parental unemployment h D Pregnant or suspects pregnancy 
h 0 Domestic violence 0 Alcohol abuse 

D 	 Physical or sexual abuse by other j D Drug abuse 
family member k 0 Other health problem/handicap 

j 0 Family mental health problem I 0 Poor self image 
k 0 Other emotional conflict at home m 0 In trouble with justice system 
l D Wants to live in household of other n 0 Prostitution 

parent figure 0 D Homosexual/se xual identity issue 
mD Physical or sexual abuse by p 0 Custody change 

nonfamily member q D None of the above 

n O No parental figure 

oD None of the above 


30. 	Missing persons status. (check all that apply) 

a D An official missing persons report was filed on the youth's behalf . 

b 0 The youth has been abducted by a parent. 

c 0 The youth has been abducted by a stranger. 

d 0 None of the above. 
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Cen1er Number 	 Youth Number ._______.__J_I ..I 
31- Staff impression of the level of severi1y of the youth's problem(s). (check one) 

a O Not severe 	 c O Moderately severe 
b O Nol very sevt!re 	 d D flltremely severe 

Pan 2. Service Summary Section 
32. Was tho youth provided 	 33. If yos1 enter the date the youth left 

temporary 	 sheller'? temporary shelter_ If no. enter the date the 
youth began aftercare services.CJ Yes D No 
Monthrn Oayrn Yearrn 

34. Indicate services received from the project 	or by referral. (check all that apply) 

a O Individual counseling i O Job Training 

b O Parent. counseling J O Education 

c D Family counseling k O Recreation 

d O Transportation I O Medical 

e O Al1ematlve livino m D Psycholooical/Psvchiatric 

f U Employment n O Drugtalcohol treatment 

g O Family planning o O Other (e.g., Legal, Financial} 

h O Group Counseling 


35. Indicate parent tiguro(sJ that participate4 in seMces. {chock all tnat apply) 

a O Mother figure b D Father figure 	 c O None 

36. 	Program 3ervices 3t.atu$:Ccheckone) 

a O The youth dropped out of the program against staff advice. 
b O The youth left the program witn staff concurrenca 

c D The youth is reoeiving aftercare eervices. 


37. Was the primary crisis 	 associated with the presenting problem (021) 
resolved? 0 Yes O No 

38. Whot oftoroaro services were planned 	tor the youth and/or pan!nt(s)/guardian by the 
project or as a direct result of project referral? (check all that apply} 

a O Individual counseling i D Job Training 

h n Parent counseling j O Education 

c O Family counseling t. D Recreation 

d O Transportation I D Medical 

e O Alternative living m D PsychologicalfPsychiatric 

f O Employment n O Drug/alcoholtroatmont 

g O Family planning o D Other (e-g., Legal, Financial) 

h D Group counseling p D None planned 


39. Where wilt the youth be livinQ'! (chock one for non·re&ldontial and residential youth) 

2 0 Home 	 h O Independent living 
b D Household of other parent figure 	 i O On the runJstreet 
c O Relative's home 	 j D Runaway/crisiG house 
d O Friend'$ home 	 k O JOO Corps 
e O Foster home 	 I O Military 
f D Group home 	 m D Boarding school/mental 
g O Correctional institution 	 hotpital/otner institution 

n O Do not know 

40. lrl the opinion of the staff, was this a pesitive placement? 0 Yes O No ONA 
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APPENDIX B: Codebook Information


 PRJECT PROJECT ID (Q.1)
 Alphanumeric

 STxxxxA

 YOUTH YOUTH NUMBER (Q.2)
 Alphanumeric

 DATEIN INTAKE DATE (Q.3)
 Numeric 

NOTE: In the SAS version of the dataset, a date value is stored 
internally as the number of days between January 1, 1960 and that date. 
It is recommended that you use the “MMDDYY8.” format when writing dates 
in SAS, so that they will be written in the form MM/DD/YY (e.g. 
8/12/87). In the SPSS version of this file, dates are stored 
internally as a floating-point number representing the number of 
seconds from midnight, October 14, 1582. They are stored with the 
MM/DD/YY write format, however, and will automatically be written in 
that format with no action necessary on the part of the user.

 SEX 	 SEX (Q.4)
 Numeric

 Value Label
 1 MALE
 2 FEMALE

 AGE 	 AGE AT INTAKE (Q.5)
 Numeric

 Value Label
 1 11 OR YOUNGER
 2 12
 3 13
 4 14
 5 15
 6 16
 7 17
 8 18 OR OLDER

 RACE 	 RACE/ETHNIC ORIGIN (Q.6)
 Numeric

 Value Label
 1 AMERICAN/INDIAN/ALASKAN NATIVE
 2 ASIAN OR PACIFIC ISLANDER
 3 BLACK/NEGRO--NOT HISPANIC
 4 WHITE--NOT HISPANIC
 5 HISPANIC 
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 COMPLT 	 LAST GRADE COMPLETED (Q.7)
 Numeric

 Value Label
 1 GRADE 5 OR LESS
 2 GRADE 6
 3 GRADE 7
 4 GRADE 8
 5 GRADE 9
 6 GRADE 10
 7 GRADE 11
 8 GRADE 12 OR MORE

 SCSTAT 	 CURRENT SCHOOL STATUS (Q.8)
 Numeric

 Value Label
 1 ATTENDING SCHOOL
 2 SUSPENDED
 3 EXPELLED
 4 DROPPED OUT
 5 GRADUATED FROM HIGH SCHOOL
 6 ATTENDING ALT SCHOOL/HOME BOUND

 LIVING 	 LIVING SITUATION FOR PAST YR (Q.9)
 Numeric

 Value Label
 1 HOME WITH PARENTS
 2 RELATIVES HOME
 3 FRIENDS HOME
 4 FOSTER HOME
 5 GROUP HOME
 6 CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION
 7 INDEPENDENT LIVING
 8 ON THE RUN/STREET
 9 RUNAWAY/CRISIS HOUSE
 10 OTHER INSTITUTIONS
 11 OTHER ADULT

 DADFIG 	 FATHER FIGURE (Q.10)
 Numeric

 Value Label
 1 NATURAL FATHER
 2 ADOPTED FATHER
 3 STEPFATHER
 4 FOSTER FATHER
 5 OTHER RELATIVE
 6 OTHER ADULT MALE
 7 NONE 
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 MOMFIG MOTHER FIGURE (Q.11)
 Numeric

 Value 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

Label
NATURAL MOTHER
ADOPTED MOTHER
STEPMOTHER
FOSTER MOTHER
OTHER RELATIVE
OTHER ADULT FEMALE
NONE

 MALLIV UNRELATED ADULT MALE IN HH (Q.12)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 

Label
NONE

 FEMLIV UNRELATED ADULT FEMALE IN HH (Q.13)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 

Label
NONE

 CHLDRN HOW MANY SIBLINGS (Q.14)
 Numeric

 Value 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

Label
0
1
2
3
4
5
6 OR MORE

 DADFUL FATHER FIGURE EMPLOYED FULL TIME (Q.15.a)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 DADPRT FATHER FIGURE EMPLOYED PART TIME (Q.15.b)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 DADSEZ FATHER FIGURE EMPLOYED SEASONALLY (Q.15.c)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES 
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 DADUNP FATHER FIGURE UNEMPLOYED (Q.15.d)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 DADRTD FATHER FIGURE RETIRED (Q.15.e)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 DADDIS FATHER FIGURE FULLY DISABLED (Q.15.f)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 DADPUB FATHER FIGURE ON PUBLIC ASSISTANCE (Q.15.g)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 DADNON NO FATHER FIGURE (Q.15.h)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 MOMFUL MOTHER FIGURE EMPLOYED FULL TIME (Q.16.a)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 MOMPRT MOTHER FIGURE EMPLOYED PART TIME (Q.16.b)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 MOMSEZ MOTHER FIGURE EMPLOYED SEASONALLY (Q.16.c)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES 
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 MOMUNP MOTHER FIGURE UNEMPLOYED (Q.16.d)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 MOMRTD MOTHER FIGURE RETIRED (Q.16.e)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 MOMDIS MOTHER FIGURE FULLY DISABLED (Q.16.f)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 MOMPUB MOTHER FIGURE ON PUBLIC ASSISTANCE (Q.16.g)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 MOMNON NO MOTHER FIGURE (Q.16.h)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 TYPE REASON CAME TO PROJECT (Q.17)
 Numeric

 Value 
1 
2 
3 
4 

Label
RUNAWAY
HOMELESS
CONTEMPLATING RUNNING AWAY
CAME FOR NON-RUNAWAY REASON

 THRPUS IS YOUTH THROWAWAY/PUSHOUT (Q.18)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES 
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 DURANT 	 HOW MANY DAYS AWAY FROM RESIDENCE (Q.19)
 Numeric

 Value Label
 1 1 DAY
 2 2-5 DAYS
 3 6-10 DAYS
 4 11-20 DAYS
 5 21-50 DAYS
 6 OVER 50 DAYS
 7 NOT AWAY FROM LEGAL RESIDENCE

 DISTNC 	 DISTANCE RAN (Q.20)
 Numeric

 Value Label
 1 LESS THAN ONE MILE
 2 1 TO 10 MILES
 3 11 TO 50 MILES
 4 MORE THAN 50 MILES

 RESLOC 	 LOCATION OF RESIDENCE (Q.21)
 Numeric

 Value Label
 1 IN THE SAME COMMUNITY OR COUNTY
 2 ELSEWHERE IN THE SAME STATE
 3 IN A DIFFERENT STATE

 PREVEP 	 NUMBER OF RUNAWAY EPISODES (Q.22)
 Numeric

 Value Label
 1 NONE
 2 1
 3 2
 4 3
 5 4
 6 5 TO 10
 7 MORE THAN 10

 RETSHL 	 # OF TIMES RETURNED TO SHELTER (Q.23)
 Numeric

 Value Label
 1 NONE
 2 1
 3 2
 4 3
 5 4
 6 5 TO 10
 7 MORE THAN 10 
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 OTHSHL 	 # OF TIMES IN OTHER SHELTERS (Q.24)
 Numeric

 Value Label
 1 NONE
 2 1
 3 2
 4 3
 5 4
 6 5 OR MORE

 REFERL 	 HOW WAS YOUTH REFERRED (Q.25)
 Numeric

 Value Label
 1 SELF REFERRAL
 2 PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN
 3 JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM
 4 NATIONAL SWITCHBOARD
 5 OTHER REGIONAL OR HOTLINES
 6 SCHOOLS
 7 OTHER RUNAWAY SHELTERS
 8 LAW ENFORCEMENT
 9 CHILD WELFARE/CHILD PROTECTIVE
 10 OTHER PUBLIC AGENCY
 11 OTHER PRIVATE AGENCY
 12 OTHER ADULT OR RELATIVE
 13 MEDIA

 PAYING 	 PUBLIC OR PRIVATE AGENCY PAYING (Q.26)
 Numeric

 Value Label

 0 NO

 1 YES


 PRMPRB 	 PRIMARY PROBLEM (Q.27)
 Numeric

 Value Label
 1 RELAT. WITH PARENT OR OTHER ADULT
 2 RELAT. WITH CHILDREN OR YOUTH
 3 SCHOOL
 4 JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM
 5 LAW ENFORCEMENT
 6 FAMILY CRISIS
 7 OTHER PERSONAL PROBLEMS

 PRNSEX 	 SEXUAL ABUSE BY PARENT FIGURE (Q.28.a)
 Numeric

 Value Label

 0 NO

 1 YES
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 PRNABU PHYSICAL ABUSE BY PARENT FIGURE (Q.28.b)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 PRNNGT NEGLECT BY PARENT FIGURE (Q.28.c)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 PRNSTR PARENT FIGURE TOO STRICT (Q.28.d)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 PRNDRG PARENT FIGURE DRUG/ALCOHOL PROBLEM (Q.28.e)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 PRNHMO HOMOSEXUAL PARENT (Q.28.f)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 PRNEMP PARENTAL UNEMPLOYMENT (Q.28.g)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 PRNVIL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE (Q.28.h)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 PRNOFM PHY/SEX ABUSE BY OTHER FAM MEMBER (Q.28.i)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES 
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 PRNMNT FAMILY MENTAL HEALTH PROBLEM (Q.28.j)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 PRNEMO OTHER EMOTIONAL CONFLICT AT HOME (Q.28.k)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 PRNLIV WANTS TO LIVE W/ OTHER PARENT FIGURE (Q.28.l)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 PRNNSX PHY/SEX ABUSE BY NONFAMILY MEMBER (Q.28.m)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 PRNNON NO PARENTAL FIGURE (Q.28.n)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 NONABV NONE OF THE ABOVE (Q.28.o)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 YTHDPR DEPRESSED (Q.29.a)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 YTHSUI POSSIBLY SUICIDAL (Q.29.b)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES 
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 YTHGRD BAD GRADES (Q.29.c)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 YTHTRU SCHOOL ATTENDANCE/TRUANCY (Q.29.d)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 YTHTCH CAN'T GET ALONG WITH TEACHERS (Q.29.e)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 YTHLRN LEARNING DISABILITY (Q.29.f)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 YTHVD VD (Q.29.g)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 YTHPRG PREGNANT OR SUSPECTED PREGNANCY (Q.29.h)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 YTHALC ALCOHOL ABUSE (Q.29.i)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 YTHDRG DRUG ABUSE (Q.29.j)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES 
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 YTHHLT OTHER HEALTH PROBLEMS/HANDICAPPED (Q.29.k)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 YTHSLF POOR SELF IMAGE (Q.29.l)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 YTHJD IN TROUBLE W/ JUSTICE SYSTEM (Q.29.m)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 YTHPRS PROSTITUTION (Q.29.n)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 YTHHMO SEXUAL IDENTITY ISSUE (Q.29.o)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 YTHCUS CUSTODY CHANGE (Q.29.p)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 YTHNON NONE OF THE ABOVE (Q.29.q)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 MISRPT MISSING PERSONS REPORT FILE (Q.30.a)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES 
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 MISPRN WAS YOUTH EVER ABDUCTED BY PARENT (Q.30.b)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 MISSTR WAS YOUTH EVER ABDUCTED BY STRANGER (Q.30.c)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 MISNON NONE OF THE ABOVE (Q.30.d)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 PRBSVR STAFF IMPRESSION OF SEVERITY (Q.31)
 Numeric

 Value 
1 
2 
3 
4 

Label
NOT SEVERE
NOT VERY SEVERE
MODERATELY SEVERE
EXTREMELY SEVERE

 SHLTER TEMPORARY SHELTER PROVIDED (Q.32)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 LEFSHL DATE LEFT SHELTER (Q.33)
 Numeric 

NOTE: In the SAS version of the dataset, a date value is stored 
internally as the number of days between January 1, 1960 and that date. 
It is recommended that you use the “MMDDYY8.” format when writing dates 
in SAS, so that they will be written in the form MM/DD/YY (e.g. 
8/12/87). In the SPSS version of this file, dates are stored 
internally as a floating-point number representing the number of 
seconds from midnight, October 14, 1582. They are stored with the 
MM/DD/YY write format, however, and will automatically be written in 
that format with no action necessary on the part of the user.

 COUNSL 	 INDIVIDUAL COUNSELING (Q.34.a)
 Numeric

 Value Label
 0 NO
 1 YES 
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 PRCOUN PARENT COUNSELING (Q.34.b)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 FMCOUN FAMILY COUNSELING (Q.34.c)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 TRANSN TRANSPORTATION (Q.34.d)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 LIVARR ALTERNATE LIVING ARRANGEMENTS (Q.34.e)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 EMPLOY EMPLOYMENT (Q.34.f)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 FAMPLN FAMILY PLANNING (Q.34.g)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 GRCOUN GROUP COUNSELING(Q.34.h)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 JOBTRN JOB TRAINING (Q.34.i)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES 
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 EDUCAT EDUCATION (Q.34.j)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 RECRTN RECREATION (Q.34.k)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 MEDSVS MEDICAL (Q.34.l)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 PSYCHS PSYCHOLOGICAL/PSYCHIATRIC (Q.34.m)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 DRGALC DRUG/ALCOHOL TREATMENT (Q.34.n)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 OTHTRT OTHER TREATMENT (Q.34.o)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 MOMPTC MOTHER FIGURE (Q.35.a)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 DADPTC FATHER FIGURE (Q.35.b)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES 
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 NONPTC NONE (Q.35.c)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 TEMSVS PROGRAM SVC TERMINATED BECAUSE (Q.36)
 Numeric

 Value 
1 
2 
3 
4 

Label
YOUTH LEFT SHELTER WITHOUT PERMISSION
YOUTH LEFT NON-RESIDENT WITHOUT PERMSN
YOUTH LEFT SHELTER WITH PERMISSION
YOUTH LEFT NON-RESISDENT WITH PERMSN

 PRMSLV PRIMARY PRESENTING PROBLEM RESOLVED (Q.37)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 AFTCON INDIVIDUAL COUNSELING (Q.38.a)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 AFTPRN PARENT COUNSELING (Q.38.b)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 AFTFAM FAMILY COUNSELING (Q.38.c)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 AFTTRAN TRANSPORTATION (Q.38.d)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 AFTLIV ALTERNATE LIVING ARRANGEMENTS (Q.38.e)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES 
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 AFTEMP EMPLOYMENT (Q.38.f)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 AFTPLN FAMILY PLANNING (Q.38.g)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 AFTGRP GROUP COUNSELING (Q.38.i)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 AFTTRN JOB TRAINING (Q.38.j)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 AFTEDU EDUCATION (Q.38.k)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 AFTREC RECREATION (Q.38.l)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 AFTMED MED/PSYCHOLOGICAL/PSYCHIATRIC (Q.38.m)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 AFTPSY PSYCHOLOGICAL/PSYCHIATRIC (Q.38.n)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES 
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 AFTDRA DRUG/ALCOHOL TREATMENT (Q.38.o)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 AFTOTH OTHER (E.G. LEGAL/FINANCIAL) (Q.38.p)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 AFTNON NONE PLANNED (Q.38.q)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

Label
NO
YES

 PLNLIV WHERE WILL THE YOUTH LIVE (Q.39)
 Numeric

 Value 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

Label
HOME WITH PARENTS
HOUSEHOLD OF OTHER PARENT
RELATIVES HOME
FRIENDS HOME
FOSTER HOME
GROUP HOME
CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION
INDEPENDENT LIVING
ON THE RUN/STREET
RUNAWAY/CRISIS HOUSE
MILITARY
JOB CORPS
BOARDING SCH/MENT HSPT/OTH INSTIT
NONE PLANNED

 POSPLC WAS THIS A POSITIVE PLACEMENT? (Q.40)
 Numeric

 Value 
0 
1 

missing 

Label
NO
YES
NOT APPLICABLE 
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MALTREATMENT AMONG RUNAWAY 

AND HOMELESS YOlITH 


JANE LEVINE POWERS, JOHN EcKE:NROOE, AND BARBARA JAIWTSCH 


Comdl UlliYfflily 


INTRODUCTION 

TIIE ABUSE AND NEGLECT OF ADOLESCENTS is frequently not n:cogniud, 110t~ 
poncd, and not 1tealed. Malueatmenl among IbisPoPulalion can be difficull to idenlify t,o. 
causeit ismaskedby other problems,such as delinquency, sclr.deslnlCli.ebehavioz:s,school 
dysfuoelion. and running aw.ayfrom home (Betdie & Wexler, 1980; F"uher,Berdie, Cook.& 
Day 1~80). Allboup malttcaledyouth~ in ~acliag out" behaviors !bat briDi!hem to 
theattention oflhe couns, police, school authorities,and eme,geocy rooms. !hemaltn:atmenl 
frequently remains bidden.and appropriate servicesan, rarelyprovided.EnlCrul,Clhesavices 
system as a swus ol!'enderor delinquem, as opposed to an abused youlh. not only stigmatizes 
theyoung person(of\en acalating lbe antisocial bebavioiswhichate alteady manifest), but 
alsodetermineshow a youth is ucatedand what servicesshe/be (Fart>er& Joseph,RCeives 
198S;Gatt,arino,Scbdlcnback&Sebes.1986).PJOperidmtmcalionandlrealrnCDIOfadolC$> 
ocms who have beenabusedandnqJCCled may preveot suchrevidirnizalio11. 

Adolescents often try to escape malucatment by l'IIIIDingaway from home.Resean:bhas 
dernonstntedanalanningincidenceofabuseandneglectamongtoday'sruaawayandbo
lessyouthpopulalion(Garbarino ctal.. 1986;Janus, McCormack. Bwiess, & Hattman.1987; 

Fvndinar«tt.<--p,o-,;dcdby•pu1f<onl 111<UoiudS1a1a~o(HcallllandK•-Semccs. 
OHDS(9<>0-0090)02) 10 FnAl<Bany and Jollll Doris. 
Ao eattie1'w:nioaof tbiJ.paper -as pamu:d at che Sut.hNl1iooalConferc:fteeoa.R.ael1dLDemorantioe lad 
E..i ... ,ioo in hblic Human5eMc<s. W~ DC.JWI< IS-17. 1918. 

Rcca..., for publicationA14ust 1.1913: 6nal ttVi,ion ....,;,.,1Junt26.19S9:.._..,J_ 28.198'. 

ke,riM requeasto Or. J1nt.Powcrs.. Comdl Univmity. Fa.mi1yLi(c-De d.o~mfflt Ceote:r. MVR.Hall.t\baca., NY 
1'85). • 
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as J.IM' Levine p~ andBarban ,~ldiuth JohnEckenrode. 

ShaJl'er& Caton. 1984: Young. Godrrey. Mathews, & Adams. 1983). Sever.ti studies have 
shown that a much higher rate or childhood sexual abuse bas been found among runaways 
than among the genenl population (Adams-Tucker. 1982: Burgess, Janus. McCormack. & 
Wood. 1986). Farber and hiscolleagues(l984) found that 7591,of the 199runaway youth in 
their sample had been subjected 10 severe malueatment in the year prior 10 running. They 
concluded that violence in the home significantly contributed to the youths' runaway behav. 
ior. A recent survey.conducted by the NationaJ Network of Runaway and Youth SeMce, 
( 1988) ~ that 6191>of aUnmawaysin thenation have beenmaltreated. 

Maltteatcd young J>COple may remove themselves fromharm at home by running away. 
but theyalso expose themselves to other risks.Given the lack of.mate economicroles for 
adolescents. increasing number.s or street youth arepushed into prostitution, the drug Ir.Ide; 
and other fonns of criminal activity in order to survive (Garbarino et al, 1986: Silbert & 
Pines, 1981 ). Being homeless or on the sueeu in conlanporary society can have lethal risks 
for young J)COple:AIDS, suicide, murder. and drug overdose. 

Chronic runners often find themselves involved in thejuvenile and crimioaljustice systems. 
These systems are lypicaUy overwhelmed and risk exJ)OSingvictimized youth to those in· 
volved in more serious criminal behavior. Although fcdenl and state legislationhave&I· 
tempted to addressthisissueby instituting policies that $Cpal'ate minoB from adull criminals, 
many youth continue to be inappropriately served. If maltreatment can be idenlilied and 
appropriate intervention servicescan beprovided quiclcly, these uoubted young J>COple may 
receive more etreeuve and consequently have a better chance for healthierpoWlhtreatment 
through adolescence and lnnsition toadultbood. 

In thiscon!CXI,it becomes-.ilial justice,for researdlm as wellas child welfaJe,Ju\/Cllile 
educational, medicaland other youth and familyserviceprofcssioaals 10 acquire·a better 
understanding of mal!Ratment among runaway ud homelessyouth. Tbe goals otlhis ffildy 
were(I) 10 describethe nature of mahrealment amoag adolescents served by nmaway and 
hommssyoulb~(2)1op,ovidcap,o6lcoflhcirf.amilyandderllop2pllicc:llaracteris
tia: and (3) 10 examine whether maltreated runaway and homeless youth cfi6a, from·the 
runawayandhomelessyoutbpopulalionatlalie.,_.vistheirfamilyanddemognpbicc:har· 
aaeristics and the problems theypresent to stall'at progmn intake. 

METHOD 

Design and Sample 

The data for thisrcsealChwerederivedfromthe ST AR project (Statewide Teamwork for 
Abused Runaways), • federal r=atch and demoDStralion projea designed 10 suen,then ser
vices10 runaw:,yand homelessyouth and their families.Tbe sample included 223 youth wbo 
soughtservicesfrom 9 runaway ud homeless)'OUth{R&HY) Pn:icraim in NewYork State 
durinJ 1986-1987. These subject$ wereselectedwith the assislaneeofR&HY pn,pam sutr 
who idcnti6cd runaway and home!= youth with a bislo,yoreiwr pb)'iical abuse, sexual 
abwc. or ri"'1ect. Information about the maltreatment came primarily from the youth's~ 
~lowrc . although in some cases swf wcre informed by other sour=, $Ucbas schools or 
child .. tlfan, ~cics. 

Alll1oui:J,th..., data werecollected at R&HY proaiams, not all the youth bad run away.or 
wen homeless. R&HY programs provide a variety of youth services, and many young J>COPIC 
seeLheir from programs for non-runaway reasons. In the STAR sample, 4991,of the youth 
were~lied u runaways. 17~ homeless, 13~ werecontemplating runninS, and 21~ we,c 
in cnsis but not on the run. 

http:Sever.ti


Meamr~ and Proced11m 

Tnined R&HY staff"used two instn1men1S10 collect data. First,a semistructuredquestion· 
naire. the ST AR Maltreatment Questionnaire. wasdeveloped by the ST AR project to gather 
a detailed description ortbe natureof maltrea1men1(e.g., typeS of abuse and neglect. pamnis. 
age of oMet. alleged perpetraton. ete.) experienced by the subject population andinformation 
about the youth's history with child protective services.Staff were i1lSlnlcted10 follow the 
New York State guidelines for de6nin& malueaunent. They provided written descriptions of 
the maltreatment which enabled their determinations to be validated. 

The second ill$Ullment. lhe Youth Information Fom, (YJF), isroutinely used by the federal 
governmentto gather information and morutorthe R&HY programs whichit funds. lo a<ldi
tion 10 demoS13pbicdata, the YIF records information about the ru!IA\WY episodeand the 
services provided by the program.The YIF alsoincludes ~ling problems. those family 
and youth situational factors whichSlaff'believecontribute to the youth's current problems. 
and reasons for seclcing help. UsingtheYIF enabkd theSTAR sample of maltreated runaway 
and homeless youth 10 be compared with the runaway and homeless youth population at· 
large.From the Administn.tion for Children, Youth. andFamilies.wegained a= to two 
YIF data sets that weregathered durio& the same lime period as our siudy. (Allhouslt at 
one point, all federally funded R&HY propams were reqllired to submit Youth Information 
Forms.this isno longer thecase.Subromon is voluntary; however, the majority of the~ 
gramscontinue 10 complete the forms.) lo sevenl of the analyses below,wecompared the 
STAR sample (N = 223) with YIF datadrawn from New York State(N • 2.026) andnational 
YIF data l'Cplaellting youth str\'td by all feda'ally fundedR.&HYpropams throughout the 
United States(N • 39,817). These data provide an opportunity ioexamioewhetberasample 
of runaway andhomeless youth who havebeen identi6eclasbeingmallftateddilfct from the 
runaway and homeless youth populalioo at both lhe Slateandfcdeial leYels. 

The twO instrumenlS used in this n:sean:11werecompletedby the samestaff"peno11, but at 
dill"ercnttimes:the YIF wasnom,ally completed at in!alte, while the SfAR.Maltreallllent 
Questionnairewascompleted at theyouth's disdwlCfrom theprogram. Lcagth ofsiay at a 
programvaried from 24 hours 10 ,evera1monlhs. ~. Slaff'did not directlyinrerview 
theyouog people with theseinstruments. but wereable to complete the fonns using the lcnowl
edge gaioed during their nomal co= of se:vi(:e provisionand intenclion. lo a few cases. 
however.staff'badto elicit the information directly from theyouoi people. All lhe infonna
tion colleeted In thisstudy wasstrictly coofidential:the names of the clienu werelle\'Cl' sbared 
with the invesliplors. 

RESULTS 

CharaaeriS1icsof lhe Youth 

Nearlythree-fourths of theyouth in our sample werebetweenIS-17 years or age (the mean 
agewasJS.6) when they soughtservicesfrom the R.&HYprogram. Thisfindingisconsistent 
with scvenl previous studies of thispopulation (Farber et al., 1984: Sbaff'cr & Calo11, 1984; 
U.S. Depanment ofHealtlt and Humao Services,l982)and with both sutewide and national 
YJFdata for 1987. 

· Figure I presenlS the maltreated srARdata in contrasi to sutewide and national YJFdata 
and showsthat there wasa higher pm:entaie of girls across all three data sets. The gender 
differencewasgrea,est for the maltreatment sample, where 61~ o( the sample wasfemale. 
Given that 1980 NYScensus data showedthat boys stiihtly outnumbered girls in the 12-18 
age group. lhe gender diff"erencc observed in the maltreated sample wasnot a rellection of 
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differencesin the overall popwalion. This finding is consistent with previous RSeatCbon 
adolesoentmaltreatment in which ofticial repons indicate that adolescentgirls arc the p,c. 
dominant victinu (Powers and Ed<enrode, 1988), 

Weexamined the relalioDSbip betweenaae and found that, except at age 15, and sender 
malesandfemalesfolloweda YerJsimilar pauan. The majority of girls S®shlservices~ 
tween the a,esJS-17, while boys primarily sought services betweenthe aga 16-17.Thisob
servedtreDd wasalsovist"blciD the swewide and national YJF data which ffllecleda higher 
Pffl)Cllta;e of younicr girls seekiDisernces than younier boys. 

IDcontnst totbe national YIF sample,1he matucaw!STAR sample had a higberpen,ent· 
ageof youth wbo _.., dassi6ed as runaways or homeless: 66,. vetS11S48$.. The national 
samplealsohado¥Crtwioeas muy you lb seeking scmc:es (that is,for non-runawayR:aSOns 
youth not dassi6ed as runawaysor 1;,omdess)tba.a themaltreated sample (44.3,. YCl'SU$ 21,.}. 
Acroz all th.n:e data sets, girls_.., more lilcelyto be identifiedas nmaways while boys were 
more likely to be identifiedas homeless. 

Of the youth wbo ~ clmi6cd as either runaway or bomeles.$iD the mallRatCd STAR . 
sample.35\\ bad no l'florrunaqy episodes;of the yoUlbwbowen: contemJ)lalinsrunning 
or in crisis, 73'1,bad no prior bislory of IUIIDingaway.Appn)JLimalely25" of the ovcnll 
sample had nm at least th.n:etimes previously. Olhcr Sllldicsbaweshownthat chronic run
.awayssufferfromgieater problems(Olson, Licbow,psychologicalandlong-lerm acljnSUDcDt 
Mannino, & Shore.1980) andare more lilcdy to become involved with lbe criminaljllSlicc 
system as otrendeB (Bwges:s et al~ 1986;Gazbarinoet ~ 1986).makingiDtcrVCDtionat the 
initial ruoaway episode particularly critical. 

~Fa,nilits 

OvertbRe-founbs oftbe STAR sample had nm away from the b~ oftheirpamllS or 
legalguardians.The majority (67t.} oflhe yo1111gpeoplelivedwith theirbiologicaJmothers. 
and 41 '1.lived with their biological fathers;25'1.bad no idenli6cd Catherfigure."'11lleleuIhm 
I~ had DO idenli6ed mother 6gwe. Theseftodings wae consistent withboth the Slatewlde 
and national YIF data, sugesting that mal1mucd youth may not be readily clislinguisbed 
Cromthenonmalueatcd youth servedby R&HY procrams with rqard to ·familySUIICIWe. 

Figure 2 illustrates the actual family SU'llctun: of theyouths' primary household. contrasting 
the STAR and national Y1Fdata. IDorder1ocomparethesampleofrunawa)'$wilha ncmdini· 
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c:aJor woormar population.webavc alsoincluded in the li&urcda!a Crom the 1981Child 
Health Suwltmeot to the NationalHealth IDletYicw Slll\'C)' (Bianchi &. Sela.er,1986). a 
rep.eseulativc national sample of over I S,000 Americ:aD wasthe factcbildml. Moststrikina 
1hal lessthan 2SCJ.of the rwiawayand bomdcss )'Olllh in tbe malireatcdSTAil andnational 
YlF samples came fiom 4Jliactfamilies~(that is lived wi1h both biol~ parents). while 
tbeNational Heahh Ill~ Survey r,:pon.s1hal~ofcbildml ll&liollwidelived'Withboth 
\joJoajcal ST AR dataalsoindicaltd 1hal 0110>llwd pan,11ts. Tbe malUeaUd of the sample 
~ bQm int.osinglopereolbousdlolds.This6ndillg isconmtCDI wilhotherSlUdies sbowiDJ. 
that II bigh pen:cotageof NJ1&W01ys et al., come from dM>rcedor btolccnfamilies(Bwa= 
1986;Kufdclt & N"UD!IIO, tbat a1987;Sbalfer& Caton. 1984).Figure 2 alsodemollStmCS 
bigher pcrcenl8ge of thernaJUQ!Cd STARsamplecamo from RCODSlitut.cd(arnilics(1halis 
lived'Withabiol~ parent anda ~pa=t) than rdleded in c1her the oalional YIP or 
NHI dala. Mote IUll&MY and b~ youth live witbout c:itberbiologicalpa,e,,I (1.S.41,) 
tballc:blldrcDnalionwidt:(2.31,). 

!'resortingProblmu: YOlllh SillllUum 

Table 1 lisls the youib-tdatcd problems wbicbyoung peoplepteSCDt to R&HYproecam 
Slall'atilltalcc.Acl'o$$allthree data ietsdepressio11and poorseltirna&carethemost frequently 
identifiedproblems. Schoolproblems (panicularly uuancy, but illdudinsbad grades) also 
bavc a rdativdy high &eqveney (approximately331,). Additiollally , troublcwith thejusli<)e 
sys1em, and alcoboland dnaiabuseare fairlycommonproblems. 

Tbe 6ndings alsodemo!ISIRICan incideDceofdepc=ion (S8.4t,) in the rnaltreatcd STAR 
sample wmch is 2()1, higJ,et1ban 1he national sample (37.~) and 8" bigbertball tbo
widesample(S0.41,).Qii-sq~ analysesICVClled1hcsccliUaenccsto besnrisrieallysipifi
cant £ortbe national, but 1101the siatewidcsunples(x 2• 39.4. ,Q• 1,p < .OO.S;x2• 4.7, d/ 
• I, NS.respectively).The second most frequently identilied youth problem waspoorself. 
image. appearingill S4.2'1of the maluQICd -~ wbicbIs IK higher thaD thenalional 
sample (44.41,). but nearly cqui-alent to thesiatevlide sample (S~). Once agai,I, these 
difrereneesweresignificant forthe national (x 2• 8.4, df• l,p < .OOS).but not the sWeWide 
samples. For thesetwo prc5enting problems. wecan11otcondudctbat malueated youtb ser,cd 
by R&HY programs di8'cr rrom the total runaway and borndess )'OllthpopwatioDsince the 
dill'ercn= weoboervedmay rcll<ct regional effccu. 

http:RCODSlitut.cd
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Suicidal behavior appeared IO be the only presenting problem wblchtnily distinguished the 
maltreated STAR sample from the nationalandstalewide samples: 20.J'J, of the maltreated 
STAR sample were identmed by swl'as being poss,l>lysuiddal, as opposed to 10.S'J,of the 
nationaland 10.~ of the statewide sam~ Boththeseobservedcliffmnceswerestatistically 

2signifu:ant (r 2 • 21. ,U-• I, p < .005;x • IS.9, d/ • 1, p < .OOS,respectively). The link 
between wicidal behavior and mallR8UIICllt isoonsistmt with pteYious raeatcbwith nin
aways (Janus et al., 1987; McConnadc. Janus.& Bw'teSS,.1986: Shaffer& <:atoo,1984).Tbe 
remaining presenting youth pt()blemsclollOt appearto distinguish the maltreated ST AR sam- . 
piefrom eitherthe nationalor staiewidedatasets. 

l'remuing Problems:Family Si1U111ion 

Forth epwposeofthisdiscussion.wefocusonthRespccffiefamily·rewedproblemswbicb 
suff identined on theYIFasoonuibuting IO theyouth situation at the time otlnakc inio the 
prognm: parental sexualabuse. parcnlal pbysicalabuse.andparental oqJ¢C1.Sevaalother 
family.related problems (e.g.. parent's unemployment, emotional conllicls, custody disputes. 
etc.) wereidentiMd by ~but werenot clirealy relevant IO thecuneot discussion. 

Table 2 demOIUU'atcs that New York Slate's R&HY Pf0&111DISare quite similarto the na· 
tionalprogramswithregantto the incide11CC About S~ of ofthe thRe types of malucatmellt 
the youth in both samples had been Identifiedas sexually abused. I K as physically abused. 
and approximately 20'J,as negl«ted. As cxpcc:ted,thesenumbers differedsipifu:antly from 
the ST AR sample which indicated a much bigl,er incidenceof maltreatmeDt across all three 
categories ( 12.6'-. 42.1 'J,. and 42.S'J,.respectivdy). 

Chi-sQuate analyses performed on theSTAR YIF datasewalcdsiii,i6cant eendu diJfer· 

T-2.F,..-,,<f-Doc,,-.1<4 .. lll<Y-bWot• 
- F-1"> 

STAil · TypcofProbl<m 

S.6 4.9 l?.6 P'alffll XXWII abuse 
hffi>I plly,ical , .,_ 18.0 IU ,2.1 

19.3 l) .6 4?.5Pa=•"'1l«I 
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ences: Girls weremore likely to be identified as sexually abused(x1 
• 3.9S, df • I, p < .OS) 

while boys weremore likely to be identifiedas neglected(x 2 • 6.26, df• I , p < .01). As 
evidenced in Table 3. the statewide andnational YlF data alsodemonstrate a higher incidence 
of sexual abuse among girls. Boththese data setsshow girls as slightly more likely to be identi· 
fied as physically abused, while boys as somewhat mo« likely to be identified as neglected. 

A Desai pt ion of tht Maltreaimmt: The ST AR Sam pit 

As previollSly mentioned. for the STAR sample wc were able to gather a much more de· 
w1ed de$cription of the nature ofmalueauneatexperienccd by runaway and homeless youlh 
than available through the YIF data since we~ a second queslionnaite focussiae 
on lhisarea. lt is worthnoting that the maltreatment data reponedbelow, collceted by means 
of tile ST AR Maltreatment Questionulre, sh~ a bigbcr incidenceof bothsexuallbl&Se 
and physicalabusethan what appeaRldin the STAR YIFdata. This dillcrepaDeymay be 
t,tplained by tile ractthat the YIF was compleledat intake. whilethe STAR MaltRalmcnt 
Questionnairewascompleled at discbar&c. tbe counc ofcontactwith thesusgeslinithat o-
youth.discloswesoocurred.and more information penaining to the maltn:atment em~ 
Usingbothquestionnailcsto measwc wcdisco'1Cl"CdmalucatmeDI. asi,ilificant lcvcl ofun· · 
du1eporting101he fedcralaovernmen1rcganiingtbe~ of abuscandnqleclamon, 
ninaway and homelessyouth: to tbe srAR sample. SS youih (26~) werel101idcatifiedas 
maltreated OD the YIF. 

Accordingto the R&HY sulf, the most common fom, of maltreatmentobscM:damong 
tile youth in the STAR sample wasphysical abuse,occuning in 60'- of tbe c:a,c:s('m contrasi 
to 4~ as ,eoordcd on the Ylf}. This typically involvedlong and SC'ICICbeatinp withobjccu 
(e.g.,enension cords,chains,belt bucl<Jes,broom sticlcs). beincklclced, slapped.puadled, 
and generallybeaten up. Although Olberiesearcbershave foUDd that ninaways come from 
highly violent families(Blltgess et al, 1986; Farber et al..1984).wefoundlhissiatisliepanicu
latly strilcingbecause in NewYori: State.I~ than IO'foofall cases of maltreatmentreported 
to dlild protectivesctvi= involve physicalab\1$e(New York Stale Depanmeot or Social 
Services. 1986). It is imponant to recognizetbal in this study, physicalabuse wasdefulcdby 
shelterstall"andmay IIOI co~ witbswelegaldefinilions.wbicbmay bemon:narrowand 
rcsuietive.~ factthat stalfbelicvcdlhat these young peoplebad been physicallyabusedis 
n~ sipificant: Vioknce in thebomes of theseyouth may bean importaDtcontn"bul· 
ing factor to theirdecisionlO IUD away and seekhelp.

Neglect.observedin almost halfortbe =es (48.2,.), typieally involved inadequate guard
ianship. abandonment. lack of supervision.or failun: 10 provide adequate food, dotlting. and 
medicalcan,. A panicular form or neglect. being Mpushedout.Mwascommon i~ the STAR 
sample. Pushouts. alsocalled .. throwaways." an: young people who do not willinaJychoose 
10 leave home but are forced to leave by theirpa=IS with tile intention that they not return. 
In the ST AR sample. 35~ oftlle youth wereconsideredlO be pushoUIS in conuast 10 16$ of 
thenational and 26% of the statewide YIF samples. 
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Nearly25%or tbe sample ~ rcponcd to have been sexually abused (twice as maoy as 
N:COldedill tbe YIF. 12.6'1,), which again ismucb bigbertban lbcom.cially rcporlCdiacidea-:e 
ofsexualabuse in New York Slate (approximaldy ~of all cases)(Ecl<cntode.Powers,Doris, 
Munsch,& Bolger, 1988). This finding b coDSisleot wi1b other r=atcb sbolwlg a lii$bcr 
illCideoccofsetual abuseamong runaway and homelessyouth tban ill the populalioD at~ 
(Bwps et al.. 1986).JoIlle ST AR sample, weobsetYedthat tbeyouth whowen contempla!· 
iog rulllling.or wbowac ill crisisbot cameIO the programfoe a IIOIH\IDaWIIY reason,we,c 
significantlymorelilcdy IO ha\'Cexpe,ienciedsc,wallbuse1ban )'OUlhlabelednmrwayJbome, 
less<x2 • 7.S, df• I. fl< .01). Ulcewise.)'Olltb wbo wcte PWbcdoot wen:alsosignl6ca111!y 
I= likely IO havee:xperiencedsexoalabuse (x' • S.3, df• l,p < .01). 
. In addition io pby$ical abuse. maJueat.negJ«t, and saaa1 abuse.stalridentificdemouoml 

ment amoag 41'1, o(the youth in this sample. 1bis enwled wmne veroalabose.name 
calling. dcn,p!ory ,eawts. CIOIISWIIydJing. H1111in&scap:gw•in&and rejCClioa.SetYice 
~ whowodc with abased youlb daim that al1boushemotioDalmaltialmait isone 
of the iD051perasive forms ol mallreltment, it is mdy .eported to CPStw:a- it ii so 
difficulttoddiJleand p10YC(Benlic& Wc:oib, 1980). lndeed.rmoeioualmaltttatmeotlsnot 
iDCludcclasa·p,a rri11gpmblcmoutbeYJFinlabforms.. 

As illastnled in f",gwe3,allboush wefovodnosigmkantp:nderdill"emioesf«pbysicll 
abuse or emoti01121 maltreatment, wedid 6nd that femaleswc,e more likely IO be identified · 
as Vlaims of sie,uw abase (x 2 • 10.1,df• 1;p < .001). whicb if consistentwitholhcncscan:b 
(American Associotiou for ProlecliDgOwdn:11, 1987:Finkdbor, 1980). We Ibo foolld that 
maks weresignifican•ly more b1cdytohavebeenidentified anicwnsotnq;lea(x 2 

• 4.3,d/ 
• I, p < .03). Both theseresults CIOffllboratelbc ~mentionedp:nder dilren:nccs 
obscl•Cidill the STAR YJF da1a. Furlbcranal)'ICSmaled thatboys-signl&cantly more 
likely co be P\ISh<>utt.(x 2 • 8, df• 1. p < .01). a pmczu alsowi'ble in the udonal and 
staicwidcYlF data. This helps co explain why ncglccl is mon:likely to invohe males,~ 
that l'to)Sare mon: likely to be pusho11ts.and bciJlgpllShedoui is a conseqlleDc:e or form of 

ncrJ<a. 

l><forbvftlu- Moltr~tlJmml 

~ estimatedmean ~ or onsc1 as rcporlCdby Slaff'for each type of ma!Ueatment was 
bctwccn 11· 13 ycan. Since the mean aceat int.aleeolthc youth in this sample was IS.6, ii 
aJ>l'Clrsthat many or theseyouthhadbeai maltreated for a substantial period or~ 
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We also examined the panem of maltreatment. that is. whether it was a single incident, a 
few incidents which oocumd over time, or a chronic problem. Emotioaal malmatment bad 
the mOS'Ichronic panem (82'1,of thecases), but a significant proportion oft he 01herfonns of 
maltreatmeJIIwerealsochronic: in SS%of theneglect.48% of the sexual abuse. and 42'1,of 
the cases involving physical abuse. · 

In over 80%of the= involving emotional maltreatment or neglect. the maltreatment 
wascumntly happening at the time the youth sought ...mccsfi'omthe program. Physic:al 
abuse wasreported 10 becurrently happenin~in 6o%ofthe ·cam.. in contrast to 37%of the 
se,ual abuse. Toe fact thal relatively few youth disclosedsexual abuse as a CUITeJlt problem 
may partly reOect thesocialstigma anacllcd to thisform ofmalueatment. wbicb J)OSCSSJ)OCW 
problems for adolescents wbo are dtaling with lbeir new found sexuality. Adolescents may 
tend to deny, mract, or minimize sexual abuse in order to dislance themselves from it emo
tiooally. The alleged J)Ctl)CU11lorsci1cd most frequently bystalfwerebiological modlers..bio
logjcal fathers, and stepfathm (63%, 4S~. and 17% oflhe cases,respectively).In over onc
third of thecases.both moth en and fathen werecited as co-J)C1J)Clfators. 

Of the 223 subjccu in the ST AR sample. 76~ had beenl'eJ)Ol1edto protective servicesand 
close to 90%of thesereportedcases were known to be aocepted for investigation. Thosecases 
whichwerenot reported to CPS tended to involve maltreatment incidents which bad occurred 
many years prior to the progr.,m's contact with the young person. In spite of the factthat 
at the time theu data werecollected a significant number of cases (29%) werestill under 
investigation,42% oftbe sample hadbeen subslantiated by CPS. Only 20'J, wereknown to 
be unfounded. meaning there wasnot enough evidence to substantiate the report.Ten percent 
orthe cues bad unknown determinations. The substantiation nte obsavedin thissample is 
higher than the New York State rate for the yearin whicllthesedata werecolleeled.whichis 
34%(New YorlcState Department of SocialServices.1986). Since stall'atR&HY propams 
aremanda\edrepon=. wewould upcc:I them to bave a higher svbslautiatiou rate.R=nt 
data fiom a study conducted iD New Yorlc State showthat malueatment reports from ma11

dated sources iovolvingaclolescen1Saresubslantiated at a ratedose to40'J,, whichis consistent 
with the findings oftbisrcscatdl (Powers & Eckenrode, 1988). 

DISCUSSION 

One of the goals of this rcsearcbwasto determine whelbermalueated runaway andhome
less youth differed from the runaway andhomelessyou1hpopulationat wge.Altbo""1 our 
findings indicate that lbe ST AR sample is similar to other samples of runaways in termS of 
age.weo~ a somewhat higher repcescntalion of femalesthan otherSIUdiesof runaways 
wbicbreport a more equal gender distn'bution(Januset al~ 1987;Sball'er& Caton.1984; US 
Ocpanme11tof Health and Human SaYioes. thefact lbat Old'W21Ple1982). Tbls may reOect 
consisted of maltreated runaway and homeless youth. with female aclolesceDU mote llkely 
to be identified as having been malueatcd (Powers & Eckenrode.1988).Theremay be less 
malueatmenl among adolescent males.or boys may be less likely to be identified as mal
tteated.Boysmay bemore unwilling to disdo:scmaltreatment for fear of appearini unmanly, 
vulnerable. or weak.From our conversations with workers in the field,webave beardlbat 
boysare alsolesslikely to be believedby some serviceproviders. An attitudinalbiaswith 
regard to wbo is al risk for malµcatment seems 10 exist:Girls arc pcn:eived to bein greater 
danger and need of protection: staff'may therefore be more b'kely to suspectabuseand ncclcCI 
among females. Thus. agency personnel need to beparticularly sensitive to SCRCDingadoles

cent males for possible maltreatmenL 


The mal1rea1cd ST AR sample b.td a higher perceniage of youth who wereclassifiedas run· 




aw:iy or homeless. We suggest that this phenomenon is relatedto the maltreatment: Youlh 
whoart abused may be more motivated to escape the situation. Likewise,youlh who have 
beenpU5bed out often fa<ehomtlessne.u. It is imponant. however, to point out that DOIall 
youlhwhoseekservices from R4<HYprocn,msart homeless or have run away, ht thenational 
YIF sample. over S~ werecontemplating runnins or in crisis.but not runnioi: while in the 
ST AR sample. 34~ werein thissitqation. In view of therisksof street life, these programs are 
supplying DOI only critical intervention services. but alsovaluable preventive services. 

An interesting gender dilference wa.sobservedinall threedatasets: Girls weremore likely 
to run. while boys weremore likely to be home!= Thiuuppons the findings of Young and 
his colkague$ (1983) who suggesi that girls run in n:sponse to muictive environments, 
whereasboys more often deal with delaciiedand rejcctins families,whichare more apt to 
create the pushed out or throwaway youth. Our data provide additional corrobonuing evi
dence regarding pushouts: Boys are si&nificandy more likely to be pusbouts than girb-again. 
acrossall lhreedata sets. Perhaps this phenomenon rellect.sthe implicit double standard hdd 
by people in our society who feel a greater senseorresponsibility to girls rather than boys. 
Boys may beperceived as being bener able to fend for themselves.whilegirls must bep~ 
cected since they appear to bemore vulnerable 10 sexual exploitation. 

Clearly the householdstructure of runaway and homeless youll! isquite different fromthe 
national experience for all children. Lessll!ao 25~ in all threesample$ or the runaway and 
homeless youlh population lived with both biological parents, incontnsi 10 68$ of cbildten 

· nationwide. Compared to the R&HY population at wgcand tbe nondioical population of 
youth, lltemaltreatedSTAR sample bad1hebi&hestpermitageofreconstitu1cdfamilies. Hav-· 
insto dealwill! ast~pam,t mayposemore problems and collllicu for a youngperson, who 
re,ents, isjealous of, or grieves for a panicular parent. leading to dimtisfaction and a desire 
to escape the situation. Steprathers werein fact the thirdmost frequcady citedperpetratorin 
lheSTARwnple. 

. For many of the youth in the ST AR sample, abuse and aeeJectwere$CYCie andchronic. 

Malucatment wa.sthe primary reason wby the majority of theseyouth soupt help from the 

R&HY program. 0-ooc-tbitd of the sample had been pushed outoftbeirhomcs, tbJowD 

awayby theirparents. We 6nd this to bean aJanniDg anddaosaous statisticin view of the 

lethalrisksthese youne people' faoc on ll!e succt. Sixty pen:en1 of the sample werephysically 

abusedor badbeenpunished in so violent a manner that progrun
stall'belitvedthis to be 
IIWlJCa!meut.The biiher incidcoce of physical abuse in lbeST AR sample Iscomiueirt with 
Fa(bes,andbis coueasues(1985).wbof~nd that viol= in lbe bomewu a lipri6cant con-. 
1nl>utinsfactorinll!eyo11th'sdccisiontorun.~rescarcbcrshavedocumentec1ourlindmi
that=ual abuse bas a higher incidence amons runaway and bomel= youth than whatis 
reported rorthe populationat 1aJiC Tuclcer, 1982; Biui= et al., I 986). The factthat(>.<Jams. 
youll! who werenot pushed out or throw'!away experienced more sexual abweisnoc surpris. 
ing: These young people may have a special role in the family and flllfill a special need, flow. 
ever pathOlogical it may be. Of interest. hoWC\U, is tbe findinithlt those )'Olltb wbo were 
either contemplating running or were in crisis butnot on the run (that is, not classitied as 
runaway or homeless) weremore likdy to besexuallyabused.TbiscoolndiclS the commonly 
held beliefsthat youth who are sexually abwcd run away. It is poss,'blethat altboupthese 
youth are in turmoil and seek help, ll!ey nevenbeless may experience some suondary pins 
wbidtmay preclude their leaving home. 

Youn, peoplewho seeJc serviocs from R&HY l)(OOllmS manifest a variety of praenlinc 
problems: depression. -r sdf.imaie. alcohol and drug depende!IOC. academic dysfunction. 
andsuicidal behavior.The data presented in this study are limited insofar as wecannot spedfy 
whether lltese behavio~ are more prevaknt among runaway and homeless youth than among · 
all troubled youth. All of these problem behaviors. however, couldeasily channel young peo
ple into seMOCsystemswhere the maltreatment could remain bidden and neverbeidentified. 
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We are unable to distinguish betweenthe maltreated ST AR sample and the R&HY popula
tion at large vis-a-vu behavior. whicbappears to the presenting problems. except for S11icidal 
be more prevalent among maltreated youth. This fmdingis consistent with other·~ 
showinga higher incidence of suicidal behavior among maltreated youth in general (Ander· 
son,.1981) and amoag maltreated runaways. panicularly thosewho have experienced sexual 
abuse (Janus ei al~ 1987; McCormack et al, 1986; Shalfer & Caton. 1984).Ovfflll. our data 
S11ggestthat there are no~ and·uaambigu(!USbehavioral markers of maltreatment among 
these youth that would be visibleto c:aseworkas upon intake to thesePfOSJ'2IIIS. 

Thediscrepancy betweenthe results of the YIF aad the ST AR Maltreatment Questionnaire 
regardingthe pre\131enccof maltreatment alsosuggests thal abuse and neelect among lhcse 
adolescentsis not readily assessed Sexual abuse and physicalabuse werereported at signifi. 
caatly lower mes on the YlF (the fonn completed at iatake), while lhe prevalence ofneelect 
wascomparable on both insuuments. Nee!ect may be more noticeable at intake, whilesexual 
abuseand ph~cal abuse may require a longer period oftime for identi6cation or disclosure. 
Thus. in order to obtain more accvme pn,valencedata for malucatment. information should 
be gathered after a period oftime which enables a relatiorubip to be establishedwith a young 
person.This ftnding also has policy and progr3Jl\ implications bydernonSU2tingthat maltreat· 
ment among the runaway and homeless youth population is being underreported to the fed· 
era!government. Abuse and neglectamong runaway andhomeless youth appear to be far 
more per,,asive problems in our society 1han the national data reYC&I. 

A~"""'1-'Ih<&U1hoft.,. e,pce;aiiy.,..ltfurcoDoo>Jds,.;a,ni. rromw AdminiAtalloft '4rOiildml. 
Youlh.aod l'amilcs. fo,nwinJ !lit YIF-a..ilablc: 1<>lhon. 
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